
 
 

 

FUSA statement of support for New College of Florida 
 
February 24, 2023 
 
We, the members of Faculty United Service Association from Hillsborough Community College, 
write to express our deep concern about the recent takeover of the Board of Trustees at New 
College by Governor DeSantis. This move represents a direct attack on higher education and 
threatens to undermine the essential work of the talented professors at this institution. 

The role of higher education is to foster a love of learning, promote critical thinking, and 
prepare students for the challenges of the future. The professors at New College have 
dedicated their careers to these goals and have consistently demonstrated their commitment 
to providing students with the best possible education. However, Governor DeSantis's takeover 
of the Board of Trustees represents a clear attempt to politicize higher education and to impose 
a narrow, partisan agenda on this institution.  

This will not only undermine the work of the professors at New College, but it will also harm the 
students they serve by limiting their access to diverse perspectives and ideas. Higher education 
should be a place where students can learn, grow, and explore. However, Governor DeSantis's 
actions threaten to limit the exposure of students to diverse viewpoints, stifle academic 
freedom, and ultimately hinder their intellectual development. This will prevent students from 
gaining the reasoning skills and open-mindedness that are essential for success in today's 
rapidly changing world. 

Furthermore, Governor DeSantis's actions at New College are not just an attack on this one 
institution, but they represent a broader assault on all higher education institutions. By setting 
a precedent of political interference in academic affairs, Governor DeSantis is undermining the 
autonomy of colleges and universities and threatening the very foundation of higher education 
in our state. 

Faculty United Service Association stands with the professors and students of New College. It is 
imperative that we take a stand against this dangerous trend and defend the integrity of our 
educational institutions. We urge our fellow faculty, union members, and concerned citizens to 



unite against this attack on higher education and to do everything in your power to support 
New College. Its work is essential to the future of our state, and we must do everything we can 
to ensure that they are able to continue without interference from politicians who seek to 
impose their will on this institution. 
 

Signed, 
 

Faculty United Service Association Council (FUSA) 
HCC-UFF 
https://fusahcc.org/ 


